Objective-To determine whether interleukin-8 (IL-8, a potent activator of neutrophils) is involved' in tissue injury during ischaemia and reperfusion in patients with acute myocardial infarction. Setting-Teaching hospital.
.
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The two patients who suffered mild congestive heart failure (cases 1 and 2) also had high a values (920 ng/l and 190 ng/l respectively). C . ' The numbers of neutrophils in peripheral < blood increased in all patients on admission , except in the patient who died, and they returned to normal range within three days 2 ) after the onset of the symptoms in all°p atients. We found, however, no apparent correlation between neutrophil counts and peak serum IL-8 concentration. 
